Koondrook-Perricoota Forest
Flood Enhancement Works Project

Hi everyone,

A good drink from the recent October floods have the Forest looking
much better but has inevitably caused the hold up in Project
construction and site monitoring alike. The much needed rain has
kept coming and has almost reached the point of enough already!
We hope to resume work back in the Forest as soon as we are
able and anticipate the start of construction once the water resides.

In the meantime, the JIG have been busy finalising the Indigenous
Partnership Agreement and Code of Conduct, the JIG also now has
representative on the government agency Operation and Planning
Committee. Rosemary Jones was nominated for this position and
attended her first meeting on the 24" of November. She will add
valuable Indigenous perspective to this committee.

The JIG recently supported the nomination of Latoya, Serita,

Lowana and Irene for four Trainee Ecology positions with Fulton

Hogan Construction. Their details have been forwarded to Fulton Serita and Irene in the field.
Hogan and we wish them luck in their new positions.

Barham Show

The annual Barham Show was held on the 16™ of October and the JIG organised a display to help raise the
awareness of Indigenous connection to the area and the work the Monitoring team are doing in the forest.

Fred, Norm, Richard and Des brought along a great
display of spears, arrow heads and other artefacts. It
helped give the local community an idea of what the
team are looking for when they go out and what some
of the items were used for. A good day was had by all
even though it was pretty wet under foot.

Jction

Above: Des, Richard and Fred talking to a landholder in
front of The Living Murray display.

Left: The display of artefacts and photos etc. Richard
holding an arrow head.




Blackwater

Unfortunately there were some fish deaths
occur recently in the Wakool River due to
Blackwater. This water flowed out of the
forest after the recent flood. This water
looks black because tannins leach out of
the leaves and bark that fell in the forest
since the last flood, about 15 years worth.

The Blackwater itself is actually good for
the system as it is full of nutrients that
feed the shrimp and fish. The bacteria in
the water start eating up the oxygen as
well as the nutrients and this lack of
oxygen is what stresses the fish. When
the temperature increases, it makes the
problem worse. The government agencies
are doing what they can to try and
minimise the risk of this happening again
but it is something that just happens
naturally on occasion.

Blackwater in the Barbers Ck on its way to the Wakool River.

Premiers Awards

As you may have heard, the JIG and the K-P Coordinators/Advisors Teams were separately nominated in two
categories of the NSW Premier’s 2010 Awards for Excellence in Leadership in Aboriginal Communities. As a
result, Fred and Richard flew to Sydney on Monday the 22™ of November to attend an awards ceremony. The
guys received a Highly Commended Award in the Building Community Leadership  category. This is great
testament to the work they have done. The JIG were finalists in their category of Economic Participation —
Getting On With Business: Leadership excellence in programs focused on improving business, employment

and job training opportunities for Aboriginal communities.

Richard, Norm, Fred and Des with Mark Pearson
from State Water who nominated the team.

The members of the Joint Indigenous Group are:

Norman Moore - Barapa Barapa Elder & Deniliquin LALC chair
Neville Whyman - Barapa Barapa Elder

Keicha Day — Yorta Yorta Nation Cultural Heritage Coordinator
Thorn Smith — Yorta Yorta Nation

George Day - Deniliquin LALC

Fred Egan — Deniliquin LALC and Wamba Wamba

Ricky Kerr — Moama LALC chair

Rosemary Jones — Moama LALC Deputy CEO




