
Flooding requirements of floodplain vegetation associations (MDBC, 2007a)
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Floodplain fauna processes during wet phase
Wetland birds
  For breeding of colonial nesting waterbirds a flood pulse is required in Spring. High stable
 water levels should continue for two months with a gradual recession. Flood duration must be greater
 than four months. Suitable floods must occur  within lifespan of species (DSE, 2005). Flooding  
 increases ecosystem productivity stimulating arrival of migrants and breeding of sedentary waterbirds.

Fish
  Fish move into off-stream areas via anabranches on rising flows. Water temperature and river flow rates
 provide cues for these movements. Flood extents and regulator design and operation must permit movement.
 Floodplains provide high productivity environments and shelter for spawning activity and juvenile fish (Jones, 2006)

Mid Spring in ideal flood event  
Flood pulse in late Winter, flood peak in River 
Red Gum Woodland, receding after 2 months.
 Marshes and lowest River Red Gum Forests

 inundated for 5 months
allowing fish and wetland birds to breed.

 


